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and day worked for a cause he held sacred. Naturally he acquired
a wonderful hold over the Indian community throughout South
Africa and his was a name to conjure with amongst them. As may
be imagined, there were often disputes among Mahomedans and
Hindus and other sections of the community. Mr, Kachalia held
the scales even between the conflicting interests and everyone knew
that his decisions would be absolutely just and sound. Mr. Kachalia
was practically illiterate. He was a self-made man. But his com-
mon sense was of the rarest order. It always stood him in good
stead and he was able to command the confidence and respect of
many Europeans who came in contact with him.

The loss is irreparable and it would be doubly felt by the
community, coming as it does, closely after Mr. Sorabji's death.1
May God Almighty give this noble soul the rest and peace which,
I am sure, he fully deserves.

Tours, etc.,

M. K. GANDHI
The Bombay Chronicle, 21-10-1918

65.   LETTER  TO V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI
SABAJRMATI,
AHMEDABAD,
October 20, 1918
DEAR  MR. SASTRIAR,
Though being on sick-bed, I cannot restrain myself from adding
my own humble tribute to your own and other friends' to
Dr. Deva's2 memory. Both the society and the country have lost a
true servant. Of all the members of the Society, it was with
Dr. Deva that I came in closest touch and the more I knew him
the more I loved him. If I may say so, Dr. Deva found fuller
scope in Champaran for self-expression. There he was placed amid
surroundings which tested all his great qualities including his
medical knowledge. He never flinched and never failed. Though
he started his relations with the authorities and the planters with
suspicion, he disarmed them at the end of his stay. The Sub-
Divisional Officer at Bettiah with whom he came in close contact
* Vide "Speech at Surat", 1-8-1918.
2 Dr. Hari Shrikrishna Deva (died October 8, 1918); a Durbar surgeon of
Sangli, he joined the Servants of India Society in 1914 and worked with
G-andhiji in the Champaran campaign.